THE 


PRESENTSTATE 


OF 


The Proteſtant Religion 


N the Year, 1691. His Majeſty having graciouſly thought fir to take the Government of 
MART-LAN D into his own hands, and the Province into his lmmediare Cars: tn 
AMay, 1692. an Att of Aſſembly paſs'd for the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſt: at Relipion 
there, and for dividing of the TEN COUNTIES thereof into Five and twenty 

Pariſhes, cach of which, are endowed with a competent Maintenance for a Minifcr, vot 
the. Execution of that At hath been in a manner wholly negleted, till it pleas'd His 
MAJESTY to confer the Governmeat on the moſt Worthy and Excellent Perſon, 
FRANCIS NICHOLSON, Eſky, who fince his Arrival in Avg. 1694. with on in- 
defatigable Induſtry and Zeal to promote his M AJEST Y's Honour, the Intret of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Good of the whole Province, hath Revived and Reinfore'd rhe 
ſaid AR, by another Additional one, for the Increaſe abd Maintenance of Religion ; hath 
Colletted the Arrears, and is now Building ſeveral Churches , beſides one Fine Church» at 
ANNOPOLIS, mM AKUNDEL County, with a Parſonage-Houſe to every Church ; 
towards all which his Excellency, the Council, and other Inhabitants of the Province, have 
generouſly and largely Contributed, 

And that a perpetual Succeſſion of Proteſtant Divines of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 
may be provided for the Propagation of the Truc Chriſtian Religion in the ſaid Colony, His 
EXCELLENCY hath by the Conſent of the Conncil and Burgeſſcs in Aſſen- 
bly, promoted a Law , veſting a Power in certain Truſtees for Fretting one Free- 
School in cach County: One of which is already begun at ANNOPOLIS 
And T5319 be Endowert wth 1 004; hroviens Þ ns hr Mar enancc of 
two Uſhers, for inſtructing the Youth of the ſaid Province in ARITHMETICK, NAVI- 
G A TION, and all USEFUL LEARNING ; but chiefly for the fitting ſack as are diſpos'd 
to Study DIVINIT Y, to be further Educated at His Majeſties COLLEGE ROT AL in 
VIRGINIA; in order, upon their Return, to be Ordained by the Lord Biſhopot LO N- 
DO N's SUFFRAGA N Reliding ia the Province, both for that purpoſe, and to ſoperviſc 
the Lives of the Clergy thereof ; for whoſe _— alſo, at the Requelt and Recom- 
mendation of the Aſſembly, his EXCELLENCY hath fertled a fair and competent Main- 
geenance. , 


The 


\ - 
(47) \ 
The Perſon now Deputcd by the Lord Biſhop of LONDON, tobe hisCOMMISSARY 
in MART-L AND tor the propagation of our moſt Holy Religion amongſt the Ink 
dels, for the Inducement of Sober and. Scrious Young Divines, to ga.to._the. Foreign Plantati«.. 
ons, and for the better qualifying them for ſo Noble and Chriſtian an Employment, is now 
wholly buſied in Colle&ing of PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES of Choice and Uſeful Books, for 
the perpetual Uſe of ſuch of the Clergy, who ſhall now undertaxe that Voyage, and for all 
thoſe who ſhall ſucceed them, AND certainly,a, more ſuitable Encouragement to Men of 
good parts and Inclinations, to go upon {o Bleſſecha Miſſion, could not be thought of : For as it 
15 Books alone which will encourage the moſt Studious, Vertuons, and conſequently the moſt 
Lſcful Perſons to go over ; ſo it is an encouragement that is in a manner cecetfiry to be provi- 
ded in the Foreign Plantations ; ſincefewy or none at thelf firſt —_ are in a Condition 
to provide thamſelves therewith ; Mad when they are thereg BeÞks are hardly to be met 
with by thoſe who ſhall be able to buy them. And yet without a Competent Proviſion of ſe- 
veral Uſeful and Neceſſary Books, it is morally impoſſible that any ſhould be enabl'd ro inſtru 
their People. | 
And os that ſuch Excellent Works are joyntly begun, and carrying on, What a happy 
Conjun&ture is this (which perhaps may not again recur) for Perſons who are Piouſly diſpos'd; 
to give their helping hand towards ſuch Bleſſed and Glorious Deſigns, as the propagating of 
true Chriſtian Knowledge and-Practice in places formerly ſo much Uncultivated therewith, 
Sure" if he who, Gonverteth z ſingle Swhier from the Error of bis Ways, ſhall bide a naltitude of 
Sits, what abundaht mage for comfortable Reflections upon a Death-Bed, ſhall that Perſon 
lay up, who ſhall contribute rowards png of the moſt proper and Genvine Means, next 
to the Divinely Inſpired Writings, of Converting many poor Souls, not only ia this, but ir 
all future Generations, even ſo long as the Sun and Moon endureth, . 


Benedicat Deus Operi & faventibus. 


